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should    obtain    control    of   the    legislative
machinery."
A man who reasoned in that way was ripe for
Socialism. It fitted with all his thoughts. A
Socialist convert in London went back to his
native Ayrshire on a visit. Hardie listened to
him with eager sympathy. From that time he
began to tell the miners who composed his
audiences that they must aim, not only at higher
wages and shorter hours, but at a change in the
system under which they worked. By 1887 he
was writing that " the capitalist wields too much
power in the present Parliament for much to be
done in the interests of Labour." In 1888 the
time seemed to him to have come for testing
the Liberal professions of solicitude for workers*
interests : he offered himself as an independent
Labour candidate for a seat in Parliament.
This was the first time such a candidature had
been put forward. It was not well received by
the electors of Mid-Lanark. Only 617 of them
voted for Hardie. A Liberal was returned with
3,847 votes, the Tpry got 2,917.
There was no direct Socialism in Hardie's
address. He undertook to support the Liberal
programme, and mentioned that he had belonged
to that Party all his life. But his speeches showed
that already he had ceased to believe it would
do anything for Labour. The preference shown
by Liberals for a Welsh lawyer (who later became
an influential financier and was made Lord St.